
Mayor Stan Townsend called the meeting to order 

at 6:30 p.m.  In attendance were Darwin Sietsema, 

Brian Baartman, and Chris McCurdy.  Also in 

attendance were Matt Taubert, Dennis Olson, 

Dustin Seiler, and Rochelle VanderWoude. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in 

attendance. 

Minutes of the June meeting were approved by 

M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd unanimously. 

 

Councilmember Stewart Peterson passed away on 

June 26, 2026. His term would have expired at the 

end of 2028.  Because the vacancy occurred 

before the first day to file as a candidate for the 

next regular city election and more than two years 

remain in the unexpired term, the city must hold a 

special election to fill the council vacancy at or 

before the next regular City election. The council 

was saddened to approve Resolution 2026-06; A 

Resolution Declaring a Vacancy on the City 

Council and Holding of Special Election by M/

Sietsema 2/McCurdy/cd unanimously. 

 

Accountant Matt Taubert from Meulebroeck, 

Taubert & Co. was here for Ruthton’s 2025 Audit 

Report. The city received a clean audit opinion.  

The council approved the Journal Entries for the 

beginning of the year by M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/

cd unanimously. The council accepted the 2025 

Audit Report by M/McCurdy 2/Baartman/cd 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor, Stan Townsend gave Wastewater 

Supervisor-Darrin Haroldson’s report for the 

month of June. 
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...NOTICES… 

DUE TO THE LABOR 

DAY HOLIDAY ON 

MONDAY 9/7/26, 

GARBAGE PICK-UP 

WILL BE ON       

TUESDAY 9/8/26 

THE CITY OFFICE 

WILL BE CLOSED 

MONDAY 9/8/26 IN 

OBSERVANCE OF    

LABOR DAY. 

DUE TO THE LABOR 

DAY HOLIDAY ON 

MONDAY 9/7/26, THE 

COUNCIL MEETING 

WILL BE TUESDAY, 

9/8/2026. 

AUGUST RECYCLING 

DAYS 

8/3/26, 8/17/26, & 

8/31/26 

SEPTEMBER           

RECYCLING DAY 

9/14/26 & 9/28/26 

CITY OF RUTHON 
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 A building permit for Denis Flores for a 15’ x 33’ 

addition to east side of house at 850 Smith Avenue 

was approved by M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd unan-

imously. 

 

The June bills were presented and approved by M/

Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd unanimously. Receipts = 

$98,346.33 Disbursements = $79,931.35 

Cilla Hughes from Hope Mutual called wondering 

if the city wanted to cover the school memorial 

under the cities policy. After discussion, the coun-

cil decided to not cover the school monument by 

M/Baartman 2/McCurdy/cd unanimously. 

The Ruthton Fire Department has been awarded a 

grant for a Turnout Gear Washer/Extractor Dryer. 

The total amount of the reward is $18,788.00 with 

the reimbursable amount of $17,080.00 and a 10% 

local match of $1708.00. It was approved to cover 

the $1,708.00 local match by M/Sietsema 2/

Baartman/cd unanimously. 

Dennis Olson was here showing interest in filling 

the council vacancy. M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd 

unanimously to appoint Dennis Olson to fill the 

vacancy of Stu Peterson. 

Pipestone County Sheriff Candidate, Dustin Seiler 

was here to introduce himself and see how Ruthton 

runs things. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m. by M/

Baartman. 

Rochelle VanderWoude 

Ruthton City Clerk/Treasurer 

CITY CLERK (ROCHELLE) WILL BE OUT 

OF THE OFFICE 

AUGUST 17TH - 21TH  

RETURNING AUGUST 24TH. 



CITY OF RUTHTON 

MAYOR: 

STAN TOWNSEND 

COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

DARWIN SIETSEMA 

BRIAN BAARTMAN 

CHRIS McCURDY 

DENNIS OLSON 

CITY CLERK/TREASURER: 

ROCHELLE VANDERWOUDE 

PUBLIC WORKS SUPERVISOR: 

DARRIN HAROLDSON 

FIRE CHIEF: 

CASEY FRITZ 

NOTICES 
BLOOD DRIVE 

RUTHTON COMMUNITY CENTER 

MONDAY - AUGUST 17, 2026 

12:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT, 

PLEASE CONTACT SHELLI  

DERUYTER AT (507) 820-1425 OR 

SHELLY BORMAN AT (507) 820-1356 

CITY FILING RESULTS 

 

1 FILES FOR MAYOR SEAT 

2 FILE FOR CITY COUNCIL SEATS 

1 FILES FOR SPECIAL ELECTION 

 

4 people have filed an affidavit with the City of 

Ruthton to be on the General Election ballot for the 

City of Ruthton. 

 

Stan Townsend is running for the 2 year term for 

the mayoral position. 

 

Chris McCurdy and Darwin Sietsema are running 

for one of the two councilmember positions that are 

both 4 year terms. 

 

Dennis K. Olson is running for the Special Election  

2 year term for a councilmember position. 

 

THANK YOU!! 

THE CITY OF RUTHTON 

WOULD LIKE TO THANK 

THE BRCO AND              

SIETSEMA FAMILY FOR 

THEIR GENEROUS      

DONATION FOR             

PURCHASING THE TWO 

(2) NEW BANKBOARDS 

AT THE CITY PARK. 

IT IS GREATLY                

APPRECIATED! 


